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Introduction



� Ron Rosebrook, AIA

� John Bean, PE, RLA

� Carol Henderson, Associate AIA



Study Materials

� NCARB ARE 4.0 Exam Guide –
www.ncarb.org/en/ARE/Preparing-for-the-ARE.aspx

� Kaplan AEC Education-www.kaplanaecarchitecture.com

� Prof. Norman Dorff-www.nalsa.com/the-architect-
registration-exam

� The Power To Pass-www.ppi2pass.com

� ARE Forum-www.areforum.org

� Architectural Graphic Standards



Test Tips

� Read Carefully!

� Keep it Simple

� Follow Instructions

� Stick to the plan

� Practice, practice, practice

� Focus on the task

� Believe in yourself



John Bean, PE, RLA 



2 Vignettes

Site Grading & Site Design -2 Hours For

Both Exams

Graphic Vignette



Graphic Vignette – Site Grading

� Analyze the Site

� Read the program more than once

� Majority of work is manipulating swales

� Practice modifying swales

� Stay away from tree drip lines

� Place elements parallel to contours

� Water flows perpendicular to contour lines



Modify Swales



Modify Swales



Graphic Vignette – Site Design

� Review Program and take notes

� Look at the Site Plan

� Review the Program again

� Verify North Arrow

� Be aware of Easements, Setbacks and Distance 
Requirements

� Place Large Components to Understand Scale

� Utilize sketch lines to establish drive layout



Graphic Vignette – Site Design

� Be aware of trees

� Establish Plaza location

� Determine Wind Direction

� Locate Parking
� Utilize 90 Degrees Parking

� Universally Accessible Parking

� Sidewalk Locations

� Verify distances

� Practice, Practice, Practice 



Easements & Setbacks



Easements & Setbacks



Establish Scale



Sketch Lines



90 Degree Parking



Universally Accessible Parking Spaces



65 Questions

1 hour, 30 minutes

Multiple Choice Exam



Multiple Choice Content Areas

� Principles 
� Grade Slopes, Survey Terminology, Historical Precedents/Influences

� Environmental Issues
� Sustainability, LEED, Personal Space Concepts

� Codes & Regulations
� ADAAG, Zoning Ordinances

� Materials & Technologies
� Soils, Remediation Techniques, Parking Design

� Project & Practice Management
� Development Funding, Location Factors,  Construction Sequencing



Final Thoughts



Final Thoughts

� Utilize sketch lines

� This is not a “Design” exam

� Practice the vignettes

� Only once you are familiar with the vignettes, begin 
timing yourself

� Be prepared to be distracted

� Practice, Practice, Practice


